


What’s New?

General Update:

Our Shelter is loving all the new volun-
teers! Thank you so much for stopping by
& lending ahand! The ferrets have liter-
ally been worn out by the time we close
the doors on Saturdays. If you're inter-
ested in volunteering, please see our web-
site for information, hours & paperwork.
You're also welcome to stop by between
10am & 4pm on any Saturday.

Flea Season:

‘Tis the season for fleas! Be sure all your
furry critters, and especialy your ferrets,
are protected against fleas & ticks. Flea
bites in large quantities can cause anemia
in ferrets, so it is very important that they
are kept safe from fleas. Over the counter
flea products like Frontline or Advantage

can be purchased at your local pet store.
Your veterinarian can also recommend a
flearegimen for your entire fur-family!

Achoo:

Ferrets can catch and pass on influenza. If
you're feeling a little under the weather,

be sure to wash your hands frequently and
stay away from the ferrets if at al possi-
ble. If not, make sure to keep them away
from your face, keep your hands clean and
watch them carefully for signs of runny

noses, dehydration and/or appetite de-
crease. If they start displaying any of the
above symptoms, be sure to get them into
your vet right away. This is also your

friendly reminder to get your flu shot!

Car Wash:
Would you like to help arrange WFRS

The Therapeutic Properties of Ferrets ...

When | attempt to clarify what it is
that is so compelling about living with
a ferret, | am reminded of that credit
card commercial in which specific costs
for a particular activity are listed one
by one, culminating in the final overall
cost--“priceless.” Ultimately, that is the
way | feel about the sum of costs and
inconvenience involved in living with
ferrets: the therapy of the overall proc-
ess is “priceless.”

When my son first brought home a
“found” ferret in September of 2003, |
was ambivalent about this creature at
best. We already had a very easy-to-
live with companionable 9-year-old
chocolate lab and we had recently said
farewell to 14 years with an equally
agreeable tiger-stripe kitty. A ferret
(despite the fact that he slept literally
the entire first 3 days, leading to the
name “Sandman”) looked to me like
potential work, and | was not happy to
find out—after checking out a few li-
brary books—that | was right. Ferrets

are mischievous creatures who get into
everything, chew on unpleasant, poten-
tially harmful things like rubber, elec-
tric cords, and soap. They steal little
objects and hide them. They are able to
get into any opening at least 2” wide,
and can very successfully hide them-
selves. They are good climbers, finding
ways to get at houseplants, which they
like to turn over and de-pot. In addi-
tion to these not very appealing traits,
they are vulnerable to extremes of heat
and cold—and can catch human colds
and flu as well as dog and cat diseases
like distemper and rabies. On many
levels, it seemed to me, they were not
the most desirable of creatures to have
as pets. The costs for supplies and for a
veterinarian were considerable as well,
especially since there are no “ferret”
veterinarians on Vashon, where we
live.

Within the first few weeks | experi-
enced the “hidden” costs of trying to
incorporate Sandman into our lives.
My houseplants decreased by 2/3rds,
because | did not know how clever a

First Annual Car Wash? Our wonderful
PR Director needs your help! Contact
Phil Vasguez at vdphilé@msn.com for
more information.

Thank You:

A huge THANK YOU goes out to the
VSC & Pet’s Choice for July’s First An-
nual Charity Auction benefiting our Shel-
ter. We raised a considerable amount of

much-needed money and were able to pay
our vet bill down abit.

Happy Tales:

Would you like to share your experience
adopting, fostering or sponsoring a ferret?
We'd love to hear from you!! Please send
your story & a picture or two to washing-
tonferret@yahoo.com & we'll get it
posted right away!

Written by: Shelley Calabrese

ferret can be when determined to be
somewhere he wants to be. My previ-
ously dusty, but otherwise clean, floor
corners were subject to spur-of-the-
moment deposits by a ferret who could-
n't be bothered to remember where the
litter box was. My cupboards were in-
vaded, rummaged through, and rear-
ranged. One of our supplies’ drawers
even became a ferret condo. My hus-
band’'s work bag, tightly zipped, was
invaded and his rather large rubber
work gloves were somehow stolen!
(Later we found a hole in the lower cor-
ner of the bag, but it did not seem large
enough for the gloves to travel
through...) Various other small ob-
jects—a calculator, a pen, a beanie
baby, a package of Top Ramen soup,
etc. simply disappeared. | worried
about Sandman’s equally mysterious
disappearances under the couch or in
the cupboards. | worried about the
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Paws-It!






